First Collective & Integrative Innovation Experiment in the Black Sea - Danube Region New opportunities provided by FuturICT Flagship and Social Innovation Exchange ~ Press Release ~ Bucharest, 29 November 2011 Under the High Patronage of the Presidency of the European Union, the recently founded Regional Centre of Excellence FuturICT Bucharest-Romania, coordinated by EUROLINK-House of Europe Foundation (www houseofeurope ro/FuturICT html), in co-operation with other major EU and national partners organised on the 24th of November 2011, at Bucharest ArCuB Centre the first collective and integrative experiment in favor of the Social and Economic Innovation, under the title "New Danube-Black Sea Innovating Life-Styles" This event was deployed within the annual celebration of the European Competition Day in Romania (seventh edition) In this context, the organisers proposed to the most relevant stakeholders in the area of research, competitiveness and innovation management a public debate entitled "Globalisation, Crisis or Business Recovering through Innovation? New Opportunities in the Danube Region - Black Sea Basin" Prof Carmen COSTEA, Scientific Coordinator of FuturICT Centre in Romania, held a presentation of the goals and opportunities of the EU Flagship FuturICT Knowledge Accelerator The Executive President of EUROLINK-House of Europe, Sever AVRAM also presented the opportunities provided by the Social Innovation Europe initiative, coordinated by EUCLID Network (www socialinnovationeurope eu) Within the same debate, important decision-makers and practitioners within the innovation field intervened with short points of view and examples of best practices/study cases, as for example: - International Cooperation Projects Director of the National Authority for Scientific Research (Ministry of Education) - Dr Rolanda PREDESCU; - Director of the National Institute of Nanotechnology (Polytechnic University of Bucharest) - Prof Dr Marius ENACHESCU; - National Coordinator of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region (Ministry of Foreign Affairs) - Ambassador Viorel ARDELEANU; - Member of the European Economic and Social Committee (Brussels) - Eugen LUCAN; - Institute of Social Economy - Prometheus Project - Project Coordinator - Ancuta VAMESU; - Executive Director of ACRAFE - Association of Romanian Consultants for the Accession of European Funds - Marian DOBRILA; - Innovation Management Audit Specialist - Dr Eng Catalin ALEXE In the second part, the organisers offered a special collective performance, which illustrated an imaginary travel from Vienna (as an old fashion European style symbol) to the Black Sea - Danube River via Brussels (as the new Capital of Europe) The dancers and the other performers emphasized the importance of the "Knowledge Accelerator" project, as the futurist vector for the entire innovating EU trend As a culmination, one of the dancers suggested the integration of the universal wisdom through the Knowledge Accelerator Dance, accompanied by the music of the composer Jean Michel Jarre The creative areas of expression included: hair-style, make-up, fashion, body painting, contemporary dance, jewelry design and more In this way, we succeeded to relate the participants to the new models of conceptual and symbolic re-generation and to more energetic, dynamic and healthy life-styles, in order to catalyze a re-invention of Europe through a Danubian wise profound change The final goal was to inspire a deeper collective responsibility when we are to build the Knowledge Society and implement the current Europe 2020 Strategy, as well as the Innovation Union Plan As an encouraging concrete exercise, at the end of the event, the organisers awarded the Diplomas of Excellence and the Trophies "Romanian Business Champions" to the most innovative and performant projects and enterprises in Romania This final Gala was promoted with the support of the public Romanian Television (TVR Info and TVR Cultural) and public radio channel (Radio Romania Actualitati and Radio Romania Bucuresti fm) The National Fair enjoyed of the greeting messages on the behalf of the Presidency of the European Union - through H E Mr Ambassador Marek Szczygiel (Embassy of Poland), the DG Competition of the European Commission - through Director General Mr Alexander Italianer, and the Romanian Chamber of Commerce and Industry - through VicePresident Prof Sorin Dimitriu Main organisers: EUROLINK-House of Europe, Mastermind Communications, Bucharest ArCuB Centre and the Regional Excellence Centre FuturICT Bucharest Institutional Partners: Embassy of Poland; Institute of Competition Law; Romanian Union of Liberal Professions; National Foundation of Young Managers; Association of Romanian Consultants for the Accession of European Funds; Consumer Protection Association of Romania; European Consumer Centre Romania; B E S - MM Models Oradea, Romanian University of Sciences and Arts "Gheorghe Cristea"; Alternative Sciences Association Official Sponsor: Romtelecom Technical Sponsors: Cesiro Sighisoara, Hotel Parliament, Senvicioteca ro, Phaeton Gala - PR & Lobby Consulting, Crama Oprisor Media Partners: TVR Info, TVR Cultural, Radio Romania Actualitati, Radio Romania Bucuresti fm, Agentia de Presa RADOR, Romania Libera, CalendarEvenimente, Concurrences com, Comunicatii Mobile, e-Competitions, DoingBusiness ro, Tribuna Economica, Calea Europeana, Finantare ro, Managementul-Proiectelor, Economie si Administratie Locala, EuroConsultanta, SmartFinancial, BrandInfo, ClubAfaceri, NewsChannel, GhiseulBancar, PRWave, ComunicateMedia, StructuralFunds For more information, please visit the website: www HouseofEurope ro On the behalf of the Organising Consortium, EUROLINK-House of Europe info@houseofeurope ro 